






Be onains has been essential in building the 
commerce and industry of America. From the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad's choice of the "Tom 

_ Thumb" steam engine over a team of horses in 
1828, to the Civil War's "Great Locomotive Chase" 
of 1862, to the linking of our nation at Promontory 
Point, Utah in 1869, to the bustling rail booms that 
transported the country through both world wars — 
railroads have been part of the basic fabric of our 
culture. 


In the past, the railroad was "King," run by "rail 
barons" named Vanderbilt, Gould and Hill. Few 
towns or businesses grew and prospered without 
the service of the" iron horse." 


‘Tt was not until the 1950's and 1960's that 
alternative modes of transportation really 
developed. The expansion and improvement of 
interstate highways, air travel, and inland 

_ waterways dethroned "King" railroad. 


. Since that time the rail industry has adjusted to the 
: changing world. The Erie, Baltimore and Ohio, 
Chesapeake and Ohio, Norfolk and Western, 
: Pennsylvania, Wabash, and Nickel Plate are 
ran ‘memories. Major railroads have consolidated into 
giant rail systems. Three major "Ohio" railroads are 
___ really major "eastern" railroads: 
ee CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION 
~ (CONRAIL), created in 1975 and serving 15 states, 
-__ is made up of the Lehigh and Hudson River; Penn - 

Central; Erie Lackawanna; Reading; Central of 

_ New Jersey; and the Lehigh Valley. CSX 

_ TRANSPORTATION INC. (CSXT), created in 

1980 and serving 22 states, is made up of the 

- Baltimore and Ohio; Chesapeake and Ohio; Pere 

_ Marquette; Western Maryland; Seaboard; Atlantic 

Coast Line; Louisville and Nashville; Nashville, 
___ Chattanooga and St. Louis; Chicago, Indianapolis 
____and Louisville; Chicago Eastern Illinois; Richmond, 
_ Fredericksburg and Potomac; the Clinchfield, and 
other railroads. NORFOLK SOUTHERN 
RPORATION (NS), created in 1982 and 
ing 20 states, is made up of the Norfolk and 
stern; Virginian; Wabash; Akron, Canton . 
1Youngstown; Nickel Plate; Wheeling and Lake 
ie; Southern, Central of Georgia; New Orleans 
: Alabama Great Southern, and other 
















Rs ODOT's Rail Freight Aaa Pesaran ¢ can help 


- maintain and improve service in several ways. 


_ Short Line Development: When a major 
railroad company seeks to abandon an 
‘unprofitable line, ODOT can help the community 
purchase the line and find a short line operator to 
continue rail service. Short line companies often 
can succeed with otherwise unprofitable lines 
because they are smaller, and have lower 
overhead costs. 


Industrial Development: Access to rail service 
is important to industrial expansion in Ohio. 
ODOT's computer data base includes industrial 
development sites that have rail service. Working 
cooperatively with the Ohio Department of 
Development, ODOT provides funds to build 
new rail connections for new or expanding 
industries in Ohio. 


Rehabilitation: ODOT can provide funds to 
rehabilitate deteriorating tracks on qualifying 
projects. 


ODOT has critical information for freight rail shippers 
and local community leaders who need to maintain rail 
service on their lines. ODOT helps them to work with 
operating railroads, the Interstate Commerce 
Commission (ICC) and other government entities. 


Problem Solving: ODOT's staff helps 
shippers, cities and anyone with a rail problem. - 
ODOT rail staff provides information, analyzes 
freight rail problems and works to design 
solutions. © 


Advice: OL/OT provides advice on rights and 
procedures when rail lines are to be abandoned. 

_ Though not a substitute for legal counsel, ODOT 
can provide up-to-date information on laws and 
regulations that affect rail service. 


Funding* : To qualify for an ODOT een a 
project must show public benefits that equal or 
exceed project costs. Monies spent preserve rail 
service for Ohioans through establishment of 

- short line companies, industrial development and 
track rehabilitation. 


* (ODOT funds up to 60% of project costs, with 
the remainder coming from local government or 
private sources. Usually, a large portion of the 
local funding comes from private sources.) 


Railroading has settled into its niche in American 
transportation, proving to be the most efficient 
ground transportation for bulk commodities and the 
least costly method of moving large quantities over 
a long distance. Based on these economics, rail is 
the preferred transportation mode for coal, grains, 
chemicals, plastic resins and other such bulk 
materials and is highly competitive for long distance 
container and piggy-back traffic. 


The term "railroad" is becoming a misnomer, as 
railroading continues to shift with the times. Large 
railroads are now known as "transportation 
companies” that own trucking, barge, and shipping 
companies. Using a multi-modal approach, these 
companies are able to transport a customer's 
materials in the most efficient and cost effective 
manner possible. 


Changes in the rail industry are continuing. The 
Staggers Act of 1980_ largely deregulated railroads, 
allowing the industry to take its place in a relatively 
free-market transportation economy. This process 
of change is not always easy. Railroad management 
must take a hard economic look at lines with 
low-volume traffic to decide whether the return on 
investment is high enough to warrant the costs of 
continued maintenance and operation. 


Fortunately, rail service does not always cease if a 
major carrier withdraws from a line. In some cases, 
"short lines" or "regional" railroads can profit where 
major carriers cannot. Small railroads are generally 
able to have lower overhead costs. 


Ohio is a leader in the development of small 


railroads. As Conrail, CSXT, NS and GTW divest 
and consolidate their lines, new Ohio railroads like 
the Ashtabula, Carson and Jefferson; Ashland 
Railway; Ohio Southern; Ohi-Rail; Indiana and 
Ohio; Spencerville and Elgin; Temperance Yard 
Corporation; Youngstown and Austintown; and 
Ohio Central are providing needed rail freight 
transportation. In the last ten years, fifteen new 
small railroads have been founded in Ohio, bringing 
the total number of small freight railroads to 23. 
ODOT's rail programs are described in more detail 
under ODOT RAIL PROGRAMS. 
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LT - Lake Terminal Railroad Company ne fet “ 101 4 miles’ of Ohio's aban is 





“—x AA - Ann Arbor Railroad 
. ~~ f VA WRENCE ABB - Akron & Barberton Belt Railroad NS - Norfolk Southern Corporation Ge converted to recreational trail 3 
~~ ACJR - Ashtabula Carson and Jefferson Railroad N&SS - Newburgh & South Shore Railway Company Ie 
: NTH ORE. KY HAVERHILL ASRY - Ashland Railway OHIC - Ohi-Rail Corporation Ohio Cities ereed by Ania} 
Richard F. Celeste ‘ BLE - Bessemer and Lake Erie Railroad Company OCRR - Ohio Central Railroad Cincinnati, Cleveland, Crestline, 


IRONTON BR - Blue Rock Railroad OSRR - Ohio Southern Railroad 


CR - Gonsolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail) PF - Pioneer & Fayette Railroad Company 

CSXT - CSX Transportation, Inc. PLE - Pittsburgh & Lake Erie Railroad Company 
CUVA - Cuyahoga Valley Railway Company RT - River Terminal Railway Company 

GTW - Grand Trunk Western Railroad SPEG - Spencerville & Elgin Railroad Company 
HCRC - Hillsdale County Railway Company Inc. | TYC - Temperance Yard Corporation 

IOCR - Indiana & Ohio Central Railroad WYET - Wye Transportation 

IOER - Indiana & Ohio Eastern Railroad YARR - Youngstown & Austintown Railroad Company 
INOH - Indiana & Ohio Rail Corporation YS - Youngstown & Southern Railway Company 


IORY - Indiana & Ohio Railway (RR) - Trackage Rights 
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